
education
 WHY TEACHING AND LEARNING MATTER TO GOD





God is interested in education. In fact, 
He is very interested in education. 

He cares deeply about people, about 
the opportunities that are created 
by access to education and the 
limitations imposed on them when that 
access is denied.

God’s interest in education - from this 
angle - seems obvious.

But is it obvious to us that God cares 
about how education happens? In 
other words, do we think of Him being 
passionate about the acts of teaching 
and learning?

In this devotional journey, we want 
to share with you our conviction that 
God’s interest in education extends to 
what happens in the classroom, the 
lecture theatre, the tutorial room or the 
space of individual study. The quality 
of that teaching and learning matter 
to Him a great deal.

This is not about any one method of 
teaching. This is about how God made 
us to be curious, imaginative and 
rational and how much He enjoys it 
when we learn about the world He 
has made!

God cares about education. He cares 
about the quality of teaching and 

learning. He loves to see those who 
teach get better at what they do. 
He is delighted when we live into the 
potential for learning that He gives us.

Education matters to God. Join us for 
the next fifteen days to explore why!

THE GOSPEL AND EDUCATION

The Gospel is the story of God’s saving 
love for us.

In Creation, we see that He made us 
uniquely in His image. The Fall shows 
how sin separates us from God. 
Redemption is the wonderful news 
that the Father reconciles us to Himself 
through Christ. Sanctification is the Holy 
Spirit empowering us to follow and 
become more like Jesus. Restoration is 
the work God is doing right here and 
now in this world, and the hope we 
have that He will finally bring the full 
glory of heaven to earth. 

In this devotional we consider, through 
the lens of the Gospel, what we could 
learn about God as a teacher, about 
us as learners, and about what we 
see happening today in education 
(especially in South Africa). If God is, 
at heart, someone who wants to share 
Himself and His creation with us and if 
we are made by Him to receive what He 
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shares, what does this mean for how we 
understand current educational issues?

The questions we provide for each day 
are there to help you engage with 
what you’ve read.

No, they are not for marks, but please 
answer them!

Our hope is that the Holy Spirit will use 
this devotional to speak to you. The 
Spirit is the one who transforms how 
we think, speak and act – we trust that 
the Spirit will be with you as your tutor, 
joyfully and skilfully guiding you to truth. 
This is the real work of this devotion.

WHO WROTE THIS?

The Common Good Education Team is 
one of four school operating partners 
in the Collaboration Schools Project. 
This is an initiative of the Western Cape 
Education Department that is funded 

by a donor group, the purpose of 
which is to model effective, sustainable 
and scalable school improvement in 
non-fee paying schools.

We work with three schools: Disa 
Primary and Boundary Primary in 
Bontheuwel and Silikamva High in 
Imizamo Yethu. We support and 
develop leaders, teachers and School 
Governing Bodies (SGBs) in these 
schools to embed practices of school 
improvement.

We have produced this devotional to 
share something of what motivates 
us to engage in this work. We hope it 
inspires and moves you!

If you are interested in the work we do, 
please head to 
commongood.org.za/education 
to find out more. 

http://commongood.org.za/education  
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Imagine the sun going down when there are clouds in the sky.

The clouds turn from white to gold to orange and finally to a kind of pink colour 
that is hard to capture in words.

The slow changing of colours is not only beautiful but has the power to inspire 
peace in our hearts as well. It reminds us that for all the darkness and difficulty in 
this world there is a God who made something as simple and remarkable as a 
breath-taking sunset and that He is able to sustain and restore His creation.

The creation tells us something true about the Creator.

People are made by God. Not only that, He made us to look like Him in a way that 
nothing else in creation does: we are made in His image. When we look at each 
other, we see the dignity and beauty of God Himself.

In Ephesians 2:10, Paul writes, 
‘For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, 
which God prepared in advance for us to do.’ The Greek word translated 
here as ‘handiwork’ (or ‘masterpieces’ in other translations) is the Greek word 
poiēma from which we get our English word ‘poem’. Not only did God make 
us to look like Him, He is intent on making something beautiful out of our lives.

We need to believe this for ourselves if we are to value ourselves correctly. We 
need to believe it of all people if we are to understand how immeasurably vast 
God’s love is. He created and He loves all people. 

He calls us to look at our fellow human beings with the same wonder and joy with 
which we watch a sunset. He wants to give us sight to see Him reflected in the 
people with whom we share the world, to perceive the very dignity and beauty of 
the Creator in His created sons and daughters.

That should take our breath away.

THE BIG TRUTH: 

God makes us in His image

So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created them; 
male and female he created them. (Genesis 1:27)

creation
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reflection

1. What do you see in creation that you think is particularly beautiful or inspiring?

2. What do you see in people that reminds you most strongly of God?

3. Why do you think God made the universe?



He was an unforgettable science teacher.

He had a big beard, a well-worn woollen jersey and a tendency to break into song 
in the middle of explaining something complex. In the very first lesson on balancing 
equations, he told the story of a French chef cooking two chickens. And then 
referred to it every time he taught on equations, often just by saying, ‘Chickens!’ 
in a French accent.

He didn’t just love science. He overflowed with a passion for chemistry and physics 
that he poured into his students.

God is that passionate (and infinitely more!) about everything that He has made 
and made us to do. He is the deepest source of inspiration for the builder, the 
dancer, the accountant, the gardener, the nurse and the lawyer. He overflows 
with knowledge, insight and skill, and He relishes sharing that with us, His image-
bearers.

He wants us to see Himself expressed in the world in which He has placed us.

US AS LEARNERS: 

He gave us wonder and imagination to learn 
from Him.

When I look at the night sky and see the work of your fingers – the moon and 
the stars you set in place – what are mere mortals that you should think about 
them, human beings that you should care for them? Psalm 8:3-4, NLT

In this Psalm, David is filled with wonder that God wants to share who He is with us. 
He imagines how – somehow! – God made all that he sees above him, picturing 
God crafting the moon and stars into the night sky.

God has given us wonder and imagination to grasp the mysterious beauty of who 
He is and what He has made. He gives us minds and emotions to make sense of 
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GOD AS TEACHER: 

He wants to share His heart and mind with us

Does not wisdom call out? Does not understanding raise her voice? (Proverbs 8:1, NIV)

creation



what He shares with us. What is more, He makes us creative, capable of seeing 
and making new things.

God has put inside of us an instinct to learn.

We see this clearly in children. They are curious to know not just what but why as 
well, and they will boldly ask over and over in order to find out what they want to 
know. Even in this Psalm, David says, ‘You have taught children and infants to tell of 
your strength, silencing your enemies and all who oppose you.’ There is something 
in the instinctive expressions of a child that expresses God and who He made us 
to be.

God made us to be curious and to learn. Just like little kids.

reflection

1. Write down the name of one (or more) person whose passion for something 
inspires you.

2. What do you love learning about? (Think of something, or things, that no-one 
would have to force you to study).



There’s a story told by one of Nelson Mandela’s security detail from when he was 
president.

Mandela was in the middle of an official ceremony in which there was a lot of 
activity going on with a lot of important people participating. Undoubtedly, he 
was a centre of attention, probably the most important person there.

In the middle of what was happening, Mandela looked over to where a wide-
eyed child was standing as part of the proceedings. Mandela kept looking at this 
child until, in the middle of whatever else was going on, he leant over to someone 
and said, ‘Go call that child.’

For the rest of the ceremony, that child kept company with the president.

Madiba had an intuitive understanding of the importance of children and the 
dignity we should afford them. So did Jesus. Mark 10:14 tells us that Jesus was angry 
with his disciples for denying children access to him.

There are about 20 million children under the age of 18 in South Africa, roughly one 
third of the entire population. God cares for each child and He cares about their 
access to education and the quality of that education.

He invites us to see, feel and think about education as He does, to see the young 
people who are the beneficiaries of education that is done well. He invites us to 
participate in any number of ways to bring dignity and hope through education 
to those who bear his image, and He will give help generously to anyone who joins 
Him in this.

It is a matter very close to His heart.
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EDUCATION TODAY: 

Children matter to God

Anyone who welcomes a little child like this on my behalf welcomes me, and 
anyone who welcomes me welcomes not only me but also my Father who sent 
me. (Mark 9:37, NLT)

creation



reflection

1. What were you curious about as a child?

2. What do you think Jesus spoke about to the children who spent time with him?

THE HOLY SPIRIT YOUR TEACHER

Think back over the last three days and what has stood out to you while working 
through these devotions, particularly those thoughts and feelings you have 
experienced when you haven’t been reading the devotion. Perhaps something 
has been bothering you, a nagging unanswered question. Perhaps a compelling 
thought just won’t let you go. Maybe you have a persistent feeling – it could be 
something like hope, despair, anger or compassion. This could be the Holy Spirit 
getting your attention.

What do you think the Holy Spirit could be saying to you about changing something 
in how you think, speak or act?



The boy was terrified of storms as a small child.

It was the noise that was overwhelming. The boom of thunder that shook the 
ground. The harsh crack of lightning that split the sky. The worst was when it was 
directly overhead, the lightning and thunder together exploding above his home.

But as he grew older, something changed. He started to look forward to these 
displays of beautiful, raw power.

He would sit at the window of his darkened room and look out towards the sea 
at the white light flickering through dark clouds. He understood then that while he 
was inside his brick-and-mortar house, he was safe. The violence in the night sky 
filled him with awe and respect but not fear. Not anymore.

The reverse happened with Adam and Eve.

They used to love the sound of God approaching. His voice would come to them 
like a light breeze, inviting them to find Him. They would walk through the Garden 
as He showed them more and more of the new world in which He had placed 
them.

Then they chose to live in a world without God, a world in which they determined 
their lives apart from Him. This was the temptation of the forbidden fruit: the prospect 
of understanding and ruling the created world without having to acknowledge or 
answer to the Creator.

The voice of God became a source of terror to them. When they heard His 
approach, they fled in fear. His voice did not sound inviting anymore but triggered 
the shame of being exposed.

They cowered like children frightened of a thunderstorm.

We never stop being image-bearers of God, reflecting his beauty and goodness. 
But we are all born with a fear of the approach of God and a desire to live apart 
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THE BIG TRUTH: 

Sin separates us from the Father

Adam answered, “I heard you in the garden, and I was afraid because I was naked; 
so I hid.” (Genesis 3:10, NIV)

fall



from Him. This is the origin of all grief and shame, and if this separation is not 
remedied, it continues beyond this life with terrible consequences. 

reflection

1. How true do you think the following statement is?

Everyone on earth has things about themselves they wish no-one else knew.

2. Below is a list of ten actions. Rank them 1 to 10 in terms of how clearly they show 
that people are separated from God. The most clear example of separation 
from God is 1; the least obvious is 10.

Cheating people out of money

Planning and committing murder

Lying about someone on social media

Breaking the speed limit

Referring to someone with a racist slur

Selling drugs

Sexually abusing children

Having an affair

Physically assaulting a person who has insulted you

Using Jesus’ name as a swear word
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GOD AS TEACHER: 

God is always near

I’m giving you every square inch of the land you set your foot on—just as I promised 
Moses…In the same way I was with Moses, I’ll be with you. I won’t give up on you; I 
won’t leave you. Strength! Courage! (Joshua 1:3,5-6, The Message)

The book of Joshua starts off so well.

Israel have finally made it to the Promised Land after 40 years of needless wandering 
in the desert. They have learned their lessons from the previous generation who 
had resisted and doubted God. They are poised to settle in their new homes, 
freshly convinced of the power and goodness of God, secure that He continues 
to watch over them.

By the end of the next book, Judges, things have completely fallen apart.

God’s grace remains absolutely constant and completely available to them. His joy 
in sharing the best of His creation with them doesn’t decrease in intensity. There is 
no tiredness, boredom or indifference on His part. His wisdom is on offer at all times.

So, what goes wrong?

US AS LEARNERS: 

Sin means we have to make sense of the world alone

Eventually that entire generation died and was buried. Then another 
generation grew up that didn’t know anything of God or the work he had 
done for Israel. The People of Israel did evil in God’s sight: they served Baal-
gods; they deserted God, the God of their parents who had led them out of 
Egypt. (Judges 2:10-11, The Message)

Israel forgets God.

As with Adam and Eve, they lose sight of the joy of sharing in creation with the 
Creator, staying close to Him and learning from Him. They want the best that the 
world has to offer – the ‘fruit of the land’ as it is called – independent from God 
who provides it.

fall



The result is that they then have to make sense of this world according to their own 
ability and morality. They are not completely incapable or unfailingly immoral, but 
the world they make on their own is always poorer, harsher and more confusing 
than what God would make of it with them. Judges 19-21 provides a stark picture 
of this.

Sin disconnects us from God and the wisdom, strength and moral courage He 
wants to produce in us as individuals and communities. We are, as Jesus noted, like 
‘sheep without a shepherd’ (Matthew 9:36).

reflection

1. As you look at the world around you (locally, nationally or globally), where do 
you think God is most needed and why?

2. What makes you regularly aware of your need for God?



Education is a powerful tool.

Tragically, tools can be corrupted into weapons.

The Bantu Education Act of 1953 is illustrative of this. Hendrick Verwoerd said:

There is no place for [the ‘Bantu’] in the European community above the 
level of certain forms of labour…What is the use of teaching the Bantu child 
mathematics when it cannot use it in practice?

Verwoerd’s thinking was unbiblical and sinful, a violation of the truth that all people 
are made in God’s image and thus equally deserving of dignity. The structures put 
in place by this and other acts have been overturned in law but there is still a long 
struggle ahead to achieve equality.

Apartheid-era South Africa is just one example of how education (or the 
withholding of it) has been used for sinful purposes.

The Khmer Rouge in Cambodia from 1975 to 1979 made it essentially criminal to 
be educated in their quest to return the entire country to a completely agriculture-
based society. This doctrine was so strictly applied that people wearing glasses 
were labelled ‘educated’ and killed.

Malala Yousafzai, the Pakistani writer and activist, tells of how the Taliban outlawed 
education for girls in her home of the Swat Valley. Members of the group boarded 
a school bus in 2012 and shot her in the head. Remarkably, she survived and is 
today a prominent advocate for educational equality.

In the United States, it took a landmark court case in 1954 (Brown vs Board of 
Education) and the deployment of soldiers to compel racial integration at all 
schools. The segregation it challenged was based on the same thinking employed 
by Verwoerd and others.
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EDUCATION TODAY: 

Educational injustice and inequality are 
rooted in sin
A thief is only there to steal and kill and destroy. (John 10:10, The Message)

fall



Education as the process by which we learn about God’s creation (and, by 
extension, the mind and character of God himself) is inherently good. However, 
as with so many good things, the devil wants continually to corrupt education to 
inflict loss, death and destruction (John 10:10).

Injustices and inequalities in education don’t just happen. They are the result of the 
malicious intent of the devil and the sinful participation of people.

reflection

1. What has been your experience of witnessing or being on the receiving end of 
injustice in education?

THE HOLY SPIRIT YOUR TEACHER

It is uncomfortable to consider how we as humans damage each other, but we 
need to face the fact of our fallenness as part of receiving God’s goodness. What 
has been the most painful or uncomfortable insight of the last three days? What 
could the Holy Spirit be saying to you through it?



Paul hated Jesus.

He wanted to eliminate all traces of this blasphemer. Jesus and his teachings 
represented a challenge to Judaism that he was convinced God wanted him to 
stamp out. His hatred spilled over into violent cruelty.

He watched with approval as people threw rocks at Stephen until his body broke 
and he died. He travelled across Israel to track down and arrest or kill those who 
followed Jesus.

Jesus had other plans.

Jesus confronted Paul on the road to Damascus, knocking Paul to the ground 
with the blinding truth that He was the very God whom Paul had thought he was 
serving. He singled out this ruthless persecutor to live the rest of his life as a servant 
to the Gospel of grace.

After many years of following Jesus and coming to know and love him deeply, 
Paul would write:

For if, while we were God’s enemies, we were reconciled to Him through 
the death of His Son, how much more, having been reconciled, shall we be 
saved through His life! (Romans 5:10)

The death and resurrection of Jesus makes it possible for us to be restored to the 
relationship with God we were always meant to have. We do not have to fear Him 
or be ashamed of Him coming nearer. We are not doomed to make sense of an 
overwhelming world apart from His wisdom.

The redeeming work of Jesus means that we can live today in the full assurance 
that we are children of the Father filled with the Holy Spirit, who gives us every 
physical, mental and emotional resource we need to follow in the way of Jesus.
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THE BIG TRUTH: 

God reconciles us to Himself in Christ

And all of this is a gift from God, who brought us back to himself through Christ. And 
God has given us this task of reconciling people to him. (2 Corinthians 5:18, NLT)

redemption



Paul knew what it was to be God’s enemy and he knew the joyful relief of being 
God’s friend. 

reflection

1. Think of two people or two groups of people who really don’t like each other or 
even hate each other.

What do you think it would take for them to be friends?

2. In what ways do you think God wants to be a friend to you?



Teaching a good lesson is not a mystery.

You need to know your subject and the curriculum. You need to match your 
medium-term plan to the lesson in question. You need to think through the time 
you have in the lesson, the people who will be in the room and what you can 
reasonably expect them to learn. You need to prepare resources (e.g. printed 
notes). 

What, then, is the difference between a good lesson and a great lesson?

Passion.

When you truly love what you teach, you gladly give the time needed for thorough 
preparation. When you give your whole heart to the moment of teaching, you 
don’t just communicate information: you express with your entire being the value 
and power of that information.

Jesus is the passion of God expressed in human form.

The thorough preparation of the Old Testament culminates in Jesus Christ, the 
Word, the most valuable and powerful lesson that God longs to teach us. Not only 
the facts of his life, teaching, death and resurrection, but the sheer glory of who He 
is! The writer of Hebrews said it this way:

In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at many times 
and in various ways, but in these last days He has spoken to us by His Son, 
whom He appointed heir of all things, and through whom also He made the 
universe. The Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation 
of His being, sustaining all things by His powerful word. (Hebrews 1:1-3a, NIV)

The death and resurrection of Jesus makes it possible for us to be restored to the 
relationship with God we were always meant to have. We do not have to fear Him. 
Jesus is the good news, God the Father’s core teaching to us.
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GOD AS TEACHER: 

Jesus is God’s core teaching

So the Word became human and made his home among us. He was full of unfailing 
love and faithfulness. (John 1:14, NLT)

redemption



Come home, says the Father through the person of Jesus. Be reconciled! Receive 
my unfailing love and rest in my faithfulness.

US AS LEARNERS: 

Jesus invites us to follow and learn

He said to them, ‘Follow Me [as My disciples, accepting Me as your Master 
and Teacher and walking the same path of life that I walk], and I will make 
you fishers of men.’ (Matthew 4:19, AMP)

Jesus’ invitation to the disciples to ‘follow’ Him was not just to accompany Him on 
His journeys but to watch Him closely and learn everything they could. 

He taught them the Kingdom with words and then He taught them the Kingdom 
by healing the sick and calming the waves. He taught them not only the concept 
of love but the way of love when he forgave the woman caught in adultery and 
touched the skin of a leper.

His invitation has not changed.

He invites us not only to learn about Him, but to learn from Him, God’s great 
message of grace to all people. There is room beside Him for you to follow and 
watch and learn and be amazed.

reflection

1. What surprises (or even shocks) you the most about Jesus?

2. What do you think you would have most enjoyed doing with Jesus if you were 
His disciple 2,000 years ago?



In her 2013 TED talk, ‘Every kid needs a champion’, Rita Pierson shared about a 
class she had taught. The children in the class, she said, were battling not only 
academically but emotionally with the crippling belief that they had no chance 
of succeeding. Unless she did something quite different, this was going to be the 
case for the rest of the year.

So she told them, ‘You were chosen to be in my class because I am the best 
teacher and you are the best students. They put us all together so we could show 
everybody else how to do it.’

She was met with disbelief from her students, but she insisted that they see 
themselves differently. She knew intuitively that if they continued to believe that 
they were lost causes, they would never have the motivation and stamina for 
learning.

Jesus singled out ‘lost causes’; people whom the rest of society had given up on 
or, worse, wanted to dispose of. The blind beggar. The prostitute. The tax collector 
collaborating with the Romans. The Samaritan. He defined his mission in these terms:

The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to proclaim 
good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners 
and recovery of sight for the blind, to set the oppressed free, to proclaim the 
year of the Lord’s favour. (Luke 4:18-19, NIV) 

The challenges we face in our education system are significant and we can quickly 
feel overwhelmed by what we believe can and can’t be done to address them. 

What we must never forget is that Jesus left heaven and walked with us to bring the 
redeeming power of that kingdom to individual lives, societies and the structures 
and systems of those societies. He seeks out what people discard as ‘lost’ for the 
sake of His glory and love for people.

The redeeming power of Jesus is with us today. We have hope for life-giving 
change because this is what He does!

He invites us to join Him.
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THE WORLD TODAY: 

Jesus can redeem anything
The Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost. (Luke 19:10, NKJV)

redemption



reflection

1. What is your wildest hope for how education could be in South Africa?

THE HOLY SPIRIT YOUR TEACHER

The Holy Spirit is the One who reveals to us what is most true about Jesus (John 
15:26). What is it about Jesus – who He is and what He does – that has got your 
attention these last three days? How does this insight motivate you to think, act or 
speak differently?



We can be grateful for Peter, Jesus’ disciple and friend.

Peter reminds us that God gives us a lot of room to get things wrong on the road 
to getting them right. Jesus picked Peter out of a fishing boat in an obscure corner 
of the Roman empire and appointed Peter to take over leadership of his mission 
when he was gone.

Peter would go on to misunderstand Jesus (numerous times), betray Jesus in His 
hour of greatest need and then be confronted publicly by Paul for racism.

But Peter kept growing. He kept learning and changing.

Later in life, he would write, ‘Everything that goes into a life of pleasing God has 
been miraculously given to us by getting to know, personally and intimately, the 
One who invited us to God’ (2 Peter 1:3, The Message).

Who we are is always far more important to God than what we do. He knows that 
we can offer Him essentially nothing in return for what He gives us and He is quite 
fine with that. We are His children, those whom He loves and redeems. He wants 
us to know Him.

The better we know and love Jesus, the more we become like Him.

The Holy Spirit is given to us to help us to know Jesus and be transformed: we do 
not have to make sense of our lives alone. Jesus described the Holy Spirit as the 
one who walks beside us in the manner of a mentor, tirelessly explaining to us who 
Jesus is and how to live like Him. The Spirit never loses patience with us.

Redemption is about a change in our relationship to God that makes it possible for 
us to know Him. Sanctification is about the change in us, in who we are.

It is fear and shame fading away in the light of love. It is the glorious overthrow 
of bitterness and contempt by forgiveness and kindness. It is selfishness losing all 
flavour as we taste more and more of God’s grace.
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THE BIG TRUTH: 

The Holy Spirit transforms us to be like Jesus
And the Lord—who is the Spirit—makes us more and more like Him as we are 
changed into His glorious image. (2 Corinthians 3:18b, NLT)

sanctification



reflection

1. What is one way in which you have tried to change something about yourself 
(successfully or unsuccessfully)?

2. What is one way in which you want to be like Jesus, instantly if possible?

We are all Peters. We get to walk with Jesus and discover the most wonderful truth 
that He truly cares for us, will never give up on us and will make us more like Him 
with each day.



Anne Sullivan’s childhood was rough.

Her mother died when she was eight and her father left her two years later in a 
care facility notorious for abusive practices. She was also partially blind from five 
years old. She knew the pain of abandonment, the frustration of her body’s limits 
and the triumph of overcoming these to receive a proper education by age 20.

She was the perfect tutor to a seven-year-old Helen Keller, who was deaf and 
blind since the age of two.

Anne’s empathy for Helen made her patient and creative. She was intent on 
finding ways to help Helen learn language and speech. Helen would go on to be 
a published author and their friendship would stretch fifty years.

Jesus chose to be born into an occupied, oppressed people. By age two, He 
was a refugee. He grew up poor, the son of working-class parents. He was 
misunderstood by his family, betrayed by his friends and tortured to death. In His 
life, He experienced elation, grief, tiredness and rage. 

Why go to all that trouble?

Jesus is a teacher with the most profound empathy for us, his students. He is 
endlessly patient and extraordinarily creative, willing to go over what we need to 
learn again and again and again.

US AS LEARNERS: 

We can trust Jesus

So let’s walk right up to him and get what he is so ready to give. Take the 
mercy, accept the help. (Hebrews 4:16, The Message)
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GOD AS TEACHER: 

Jesus knows how to teach us

We don’t have a priest who is out of touch with our reality. He’s been through weakness 
and testing, experienced it all—all but the sin. (Hebrews 4:15, The Message)

sanctification



reflection

1. Who is someone whose teaching or advice you would trust almost without question?

2. What is something you would really love Jesus to explain to you?

We learn most from those we trust to keep us safe.

Good teachers want to create a classroom culture in which all learners know that 
if they put their hands up and say something, they will not be humiliated. They 
celebrate every courageous attempt to learn. They understand that their learners 
need to make mistakes in the endeavour of learning and so they strive to make 
their classrooms safe.

Jesus went to the most extraordinary lengths to come right down to our level, to 
enter into our learning in a way that cost Him dearly.

We can trust Him.

Jesus knows that learning is hard work and he is not afraid to stretch us. But he will 
always treat us with a kindness and dignity that we can know is sincere.



Nehemiah’s life was going well.

He had been born in Persia, roughly 100 years after Judah had been conquered 
and its people taken into exile, his family included. He had been so successful in 
Persian society that he had risen to the unique and trusted position of cup-bearer 
to King Artaxerxes.

He would have known for some time about the destruction of Jerusalem and 
the temple as well as about the likely difficulty faced by those who had returned 
from exile. However, it was only when his brother, Hanani, brought him a first-hand 
account of those troubles that it really hit home for him.

There is no doubt that God elevated Nehemiah to a position of access to the king. 
There can also be no question that the Spirit used the news from Hanani to break 
his heart and move him to lead the rebuilding of Jerusalem’s walls.

God is in the habit of including people in His work and unapologetically turning 
their lives upside down and their hearts inside out in the process. His purposes with 
us are often more about who we become than what we do. As we are changed 
more into the image of Jesus, we think, act and speak more like Jesus as well.

There is a great deal to do when it comes to education in South Africa.

We need to allow the Spirit to work on our hearts and minds so that we perceive 
more of what God is doing, share more closely His understanding of things and 
care more deeply about the people involved. He wants to grow us in humility, 
courage, wisdom and compassion so that our actions are as much an extension 
of Him and His kingdom as possible.

As we take the next three days to consider the restorative work to which God calls 
us, let us allow the Spirit to challenge any apathy, cynicism and despair that we 
entertain in our hearts with regard to education and those involved in it. Let us 
allow the Spirit to grieve us with injustice and to give us the wisdom to know what 
to do.
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EDUCATION TODAY: 

We need to be changed
When I heard these things, I sat down and wept. For some days I mourned and 
fasted and prayed before the God of heaven. (Nehemiah 1:4, NIV)

sanctification



reflection

1. Can you think of and describe someone you know who is a clear example of 
the Spirit’s ability to change people?

THE HOLY SPIRIT YOUR TEACHER

Over the last three days, we have been looking more inward. Our prayer is that 
of David’s in Psalm 139:23-24, a plea to God to look closely at our hearts and to 
show us what needs to change. What do you think the Spirit wants to bring to your 
attention?

If we want to be a part of transforming education, we need to welcome the Spirit 
transforming us.



The first century of the church was eventful.

The message of Jesus – the crucified, resurrected and ascended Messiah – was 
unleashed in the power of the Holy Spirit at Pentecost. It was as if Jesus had 
multiplied himself in that ragtag group of disciples who now preached and healed 
with his same unmistakable authority, shaking the city of Jerusalem to its core.

Persecution came quickly and believers scattered, the kingdom of heaven 
infiltrating society wherever they went.

Communities of believers sprang up all around the Mediterranean region and they 
became recognised for their extraordinary love for each other and how this love 
translated into action. They shared what they had, making sure no-one was in 
need.

However, what may have astonished a watching world even more was how these 
Jesus-followers were not bound by the unforgiving social limitations of the time. Men 
and women were accorded the same dignity. Jews and Gentiles met together, 
equal in Christ. Slaves and their masters were part of the same community, as were 
the rich and the poor. 

It was unheard of.

Jesus came to reconcile not just individuals back to God but to reconcile people 
to each other. He came to restore not just the sinner but a sinful world shattered 
by hatred, fear, marginalisation and inequality. He instituted a church in which 
his very own self-sacrificing love and compassion would fuel his followers to serve 
each other and a broken world.

John saw a vision of what this will finally look like when Jesus returns. In Revelation 7, he 
describes a massive, diverse crowd of people united in unrestrained worship of Jesus. 
Their divisions and griefs have all been swept away in the glory of Jesus – death and 
sickness and mourning and pain are conquered forever (Revelation 21:4).
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THE BIG TRUTH: 

God is restoring and will restore all things
He who was seated on the throne said, ‘I am making everything new!’ 
(Revelation 21:5a, NIV)

restoration



reflection

1. What do you most want God to restore on a national or international scale today?

2. What restoration do you most want to see in your life and relationships?

We are, even now, part of that kingdom. One day, we will see it in full, but in our 
present days we can live with the same joy and expectation of God to restore 
what is broken. This is what we pray in the Lord’s Prayer when we say, ‘Your kingdom 
come on earth as it is in heaven.’

To follow Jesus is to participate in this breath-taking restorative work in the here 
and now.



Mary stood holding her baby, rocking Him gently and singing softly. Her husband 
put his arm around her shoulder and pointed to an old man walking towards them. 

His eyes were kind and there was an energy in his step despite his many years. She 
recognised something in his face, a joy and kindness that she had first seen in the 
face of the angel. When the old man reached tenderly for the baby, she passed 
Him over without fear.

The old man was quiet for a moment, his eyes closed. Then he spoke words she 
would never forget: ‘Sovereign Lord, now let your servant die in peace, as you 
have promised. I have seen your salvation, which you have prepared for all 
people. He is a light to reveal God to the nations, and He is the glory of your 
people Israel!’ (Luke 2:29-32)

Mary died knowing that her son was also her saviour and the redeemer of the 
world. However, she probably left this world never fully grasping all that He had 
come to do, as indicated by the old man, Simeon.

God’s curriculum for restoring this world is always going to exceed our ability to 
grasp it and achieve it. We are simply not equal to the task of addressing every 
injustice in the world. He alone has the ability to know the needs, hopes and fears 
of every human being. He has infinitely more wisdom.

Nevertheless, He loves to include us in His restorative work!

US AS LEARNERS: 

God teaches and uses the humble 

And what does the Lord require of you except to be just, and to love [and 
to diligently practice] kindness (compassion), and to walk humbly with your 
God [setting aside any overblown sense of importance or self-righteousness]? 
(Micah 6:8, Amplified Version)
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GOD AS TEACHER: 

God restores more than we understand
And may you have the power to understand, as all God’s people should, how 
wide, how long, how high, and how deep His love is. May you experience the 
love of Christ, though it is too great to understand fully. (Ephesians 3:18-19a)

restoration



There’s a lovely detail in Mary’s story that is easy to miss.

When Gabriel visits her to tell her that she will fall pregnant with the Messiah, her 
response is not one of doubt but of curiosity. She asks, ‘How will this be since I am 
a virgin?’ When told that the conception will be supernatural, her response is a 
model of simple faith: ‘May your word to me be fulfilled.’

We learn most from God when we understand our limits and gladly accept His 
superior insight and wisdom. We are also happiest when we grasp how much He 
enjoys working with us, limited as we are!

God alone has power to restore the world. 
How wonderful that He would use us to do it!

reflection

1. Look back at your answer to question 1 yesterday. What do you think God is 
already doing to bring restoration in that situation?

2. What possible contribution could you make to God’s work there?



It was forty years since Moses had fled in fear from Egypt.

Now God had tracked him down in the wilderness to call him back to be part of a 
mission of overwhelming size and importance.

Moses felt hopelessly ill-equipped. All that he had were excuses for him not to act, 
not to be qualified to do what God had called him to (Exodus 4:1-3).

But what did God ask him? A simple question: “What is in your hand?” Moses 
had a staff, something that was used in his day-to-day nomadic life for herding, 
fetching, carrying, protection and support. It represented what he could and did 
do regularly.

If you read on in Exodus, you will see that God did amazing miracles through that 
ordinary piece of wood. He turned it into a snake in Pharaoh’s presence to prove 
that Moses was His messenger. He commanded Moses to hold it up to part the Red 
Sea and to bring water out of a rock.

For all that Moses did (with and without the staff), perhaps the most extraordinary 
statement about him in the Bible is this: ‘The Lord would speak to Moses face to 
face, as one speaks to a friend’ (Genesis 33:11). God began with what Moses 
had available to him and called him to be faithful with that. Over time, God 
transformed him by grace into someone whose life and works still resonate today.

It started with a simple question. It ended with a life of friendship with God and an 
enduring impact on others.

As we face at-times-overwhelming truths about the inequalities and injustices in 
our education system, look down and see what is ‘in your hand’. If you are in 
education, offer that day-to-day reality to God and allow Him to use it in ways that 
may well surprise you.

And even if you’re not in education, ask God to show you what relationships, skills 
or resources are available to you that can be used to contribute to this sector. 
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EDUCATION TODAY: 

God does the extraordinary through the ordinary

Then the Lord said to Moses, “What is that in your hand?” 
“A staff,” he replied. (Exodus 4:2, NIV)

restoration



reflection

1. What relationship, skill or resource do you have available to you that could 
benefit education in any way?

2. What could you do this coming week to share this benefit?

It could be an hour of your time and presence. It could be a text message.

Consider as well that you are part of a community of believers. The church has 
a role to play in upholding truth, advocating for justice and standing with the 
oppressed. God wants to use communities of ordinary believers and the church at 
large to bring flourishing to education.

We can only offer who we are and what we have – nothing more. It is God who 
makes us His friends and fellow workers to achieve great things.



We have been on a journey together.

We have retold the breath-taking story of grace that stretches all the way back to 
the creation of the universe, to the anticipated return of Jesus and the end of all 
sorrow and suffering. We have been reminded that God is always at work and that 
He loves to work both in us and through us.

We have considered that God is always a teacher to us, always wanting us to see 
and know more than we do and infinitely gracious to us as we learn. We have seen 
that Jesus himself is what the Father most wants to say to us and that the Holy Spirit 
gives us a power we wouldn’t have on our own to receive him as our teacher, lord, 
saviour and friend.

We have looked out at the world around us, specifically at the systems of education 
that exist in our country today. We know that there are many challenges to address, 
and we are grateful that God is already at work to bring restoration.

Having taken the last fifteen days to dwell on all these truths, we pause.

You might want to move immediately to action. You might feel overwhelmed 
and paralysed by the scale of what needs to be done. You might feel freshly 
encouraged to continue the work you are doing or to do something you haven’t 
done before. The way before you might be clear or it might be clouded.

The Holy Spirit is with you to help you figure out what to do next.

Here is one way of consciously listening to the voice of the Spirit. You can 
prayerfully ask the following questions and then write down what you feel the Spirit 
saying. Perhaps you will have an answer to only one or to all of them. It could be 
a simple, once-off act of kindness, something of a bigger and more prolonged 
scale, or anything in between. You might feel the Spirit prompting you to individual 
action. You might feel prompted to engage your church community to act as a 
collective. Or both!

If we ask Him for insight, says God, He loves to answer!
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HOW THEN SHALL WE LIVE? 

Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a huge crowd of witnesses to the 
life of faith, let us strip off every weight that slows us down, especially the sin 
that so easily trips us up. And let us run with endurance the race God has set 
before us. We do this by keeping our eyes on Jesus, the champion who initiates 
and perfects our faith. (Hebrews 12:1-2a)

application



reflection

1. What do you want me to pray for more regularly?

2. How do you want me to change the way I speak about education?

3. What do you want me to do?

4. What is the role of the church in bringing flourishing to education in South Africa?



Education is 
most powerful 
weapon which 
you can use 
to change 
the world

Nelson Mandela



@CommonGoodSA

CONTACT US

Address: 21 Nelson Road, Observatory, Cape Town

Phone: +27 (0)21 201 1493

Email: info@commongood.org.za

mailto:info%40commongood.org.za?subject=

