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Christmas is always such a busy and exciting time of the year. Most of us look forward
to it! It’s a time of year when school is over, summer has arrived, and we get to spend
quality time with our friends and family. And let’s not forget all those little things that
make Christmas so special - finding the perfect Christmas tree, decorating it; hearing
Christmas carols when we go shopping, and seeing the Christmas lights and
decorations.

As wonderful as all of that is, the Christmas Advent season is actually about anticipating
the coming of Jesus - both celebrating his birth and looking forward to his return. We
can miss the meaning of Christmas if we’re wrapped up in the decorations, the tinsel
and the presents. Similarly, when we’re busy doing life 365 days/year, we can
sometimes miss the opportunities God puts in our path to show love and mercy and
compassion to those around us who are marginalised, and not as fortunate as we are. 

Use this Christmas Advent devotional and activity pack to help focus your attention on
the meaning of Christmas. 

 
 

Written by the M5 Congregation for their 
Christmas Justice sermon series & Advent month.

 
For the digital version of this devotional, visit  

www.commongood.org.za/resources/
 

INTRO



THE COMPASSIONATE 
INNKEEPER
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Just before Jesus was born, Joseph and Mary travelled to the town of Bethlehem for the Census
registration. Caesar Augustus, the Roman Emperor at the time, decided it was important to count
all his citizens, not just so he would know how many people lived in his empire, but also so he could
collect taxes from them. People from all over the Roman empire had travelled to Bethlehem to be
counted. Take a moment to imagine what Bethlehem must have been like when Mary and Joseph
arrived in town - it was late, and they were tired from a very long journey. Think about the worst
road trip you’ve ever been on - for Mary and Joseph, this was way worse than that! Bethlehem was
crowded with people, very noisy, and people rushing about trying to find a place to stay and rest,
and get some dinner!  

Joseph and Mary probably knocked on the doors of a few innkeepers, but they couldn’t find
anywhere to stay because all the rooms were taken. They were exhausted and hungry from
travelling, and they were desperate to find shelter because Mary was about to give birth. FThis
was pretty serious - without a place to sleep, they would be homeless! Finally, just as they were
about to give up hope, an innkeeper took pity of them, and offered to let them stay in a stable
with his animals. Imagine how smelly and noisy that would have been! Not really the ideal holiday
accommodation!
 
But by being kind and making a plan to help Joseph and Mary who really had nowhere else to go,
this innkeeper showed compassion towards a homeless couple in desperate need. Little did he
know that the King of Kings was about to be born on his property. 

Christmas is all about showing compassion to others- to our classmates, neighbours, teachers, to
the poor and even the hungry man or woman on the side of the road. Compassion means to show
concern or care for someone else, even if you don’t know them. Remember to show compassion
today like the innkeeper did . . . like Jesus does for us each day.

Some examples of showing compassion could be to share a bible verse, a prayer or make a card
(a thank you card, or a “Thinking of you” card, or even a Christmas card) and give it to someone to
show you care. Chirstimas is also a great time of year to sort through your cupboard and choose
some of your toys, stationery, and clothes that perhaps you don’t use as much anymore, and keep
them aside ready to bless someone who has less than you.  

So this Christmas, practice compassion.

PRAYER
Lord Jesus, by the power of the Holy Spirit, help me be sensitive to the needs of those around me.
I desire to have a heart that is compassionate and to share the love of Christ with everyone not
only this Christmas season but every day.
In Jesus name. Amen.

And all went to be registered, each to his own town. And Joseph also went up from Galilee,
from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem,
because he was of the house and lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, his
betrothed,[b] who was with child. And while they were there, the time came for her to give
birth. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and
laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them in the inn. 
- Luke 2:3-7

See our Going Deeper resources (No. 1& 2) for more on this.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2&version=ESV#fen-ESV-24970b


WHAT CHRISTMAS 
MEANS TO US 
POST-COVID
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And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their
flock by night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone
around them, and they were filled with great fear. And the angel said to them, “Fear not,
for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you is
born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for
you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” 
- Luke 2:8–12 

What were you worried about the most?
What was the hardest thing for you?
Who helped you during this time?
Thinking about the help and support you received, do you think God kept his promise that He
will always love us, even when things seem strange, or when sad and difficult things happen?

When Jesus was born, it changed EVERYTHING! He was like a gift to people who were normally
not seen as very important. In Luke 2, we read that the shepherds were really scared at first when
the angel appeared out of the blue! However, what the angel told them, turned their fear into
hope. This means that they realised their circumstances can change and become much better!!
All of this gave the shepherds, as well as Mary and Joseph, great PURPOSE.

Do you know what PURPOSE means? It is the reason something is made for. Just like a pencil is
made with the purpose (the reason) of writing, we, as God’s creation, also have a purpose (the
reason we were born).
 
Maybe, when you first heard about COVID, you were also scared? Things were definitely turned
upside down and we weren’t sure when it would be better again. Can you remember those first
couple of months? First, we couldn’t go anywhere (not even to school!!) and then, when we went
back, everything was different. Maybe, for you, things are still difficult or strange? Or maybe you
liked it at the beginning, but not anymore? Just like the shepherds that night, we didn’t know
WHAT was going on.

It did change our thinking about what is most important, didn’t it? Instead of focusing on who is
getting the best marks at school, or who is picked for the sporting team, or who is the coolest
friend to hang out with, we had to focus on how to get along with our family while we were all at
home. We had to think about how to keep each other safe and healthy. Maybe you were made
aware of how some people suffered more than others? We had to think about what is going on
in our hearts, who we are on the inside, and not so much on the things on the outside, right? And
you know what? That is actually our purpose - to be more and more like the person God wants us
to be. To give Him glory, by being good and doing good to others.
 
Take some time with your family, and think back over this time of COVD:

 
Remember, Christmas is about celebrating the birth of Jesus, who came to make things better for
all (to give people HOPE). Think about how YOU can show God’s love and hope to those who still
have fears or worries this Christmas.

See our Going Deeper resources (No. 3 & 4) for more on this.



FIT FOR A KING3

Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, behold,
wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is he who has been born king
of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.” 
- Matthew 2:1–2 
 
And going into the house they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down
and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and
frankincense and myrrh. 
- Matthew 2:11–12 

Do you have a favourite Christmas carol? There are so many to choose from. But no matter which
one is your favourite, we all know “We Three Kings”. I bet as you sing it, you imagine three wise
men, long beards and robes, galloping across the desert on their camels, following a bright star
to guide them to baby Jesus. Their purpose? To find Jesus, and bring their gifts of worship – gold,
frankincense, myrrh,
 
The wise men were from the East and they studied the stars to try and make sense of life. They
also gave advice to the kings they served, and helped them decide on the rules of the land and
what sorts of things needed to be done to make sure everyone in the land was taken care of.
Even though these men were used to being around a king, they themselves were pretty rich, and
well-known. They had royal connections, lots of money, and they were trusted by King Herod. Talk
about lifestyles of the rich and famous!
 
Yet, the story of the wise men actually reminds us that God loves everyone, and if we want to try
and be like God, then we need to love everyone too, no matter who they are, where they are
from, what they look like, or how much money they have. 
 
You see, the wise men are some of the first people to worship Jesus but did you know that they
weren’t even Jewish! They were from the East, and would have been considered outsiders of the
Jewish faith. But they are part of the Christmas story - why? Because God wants to remind us that
EVERYONE is welcome to come and worship Him and be in relationship with Him – that’s why He
came to die for our sins in the first place. (And don’t let anyone tell you that Science and Faith
can’t go together! Right here, at the birth of Jesus, we see these men of science who studied the
stars come to worship Jesus).
 
The second thing we learn from the story of the wise men is that despite being rich and having
important jobs, they leave it all behind to trek across the desert and willingly seek out Jesus.
What a challenge for us – are we as eager and excited as the wise men were to find Jesus and
worship Him? When they find Jesus, he isn’t living in very fancy circumstances. In fact, his family is
poor and they have had to leave their home behind them, so they don’t have many possessions.
And even though they see that Jesus is poor, and not rich and living in a palace as they might
have expected of a king, they don’t turn away and ignore Him. They realise that appearances
don’t matter and they recognise that Jesus is the promised Messiah they have been looking for, so
they go ahead and give him their gifts as an act of worship.
 
 



 

REFLECTION & PRAYER

Can you think of any people in society that don’t get the same love, attention and respect as you
do? Why do you think they are treated differently? How can you and your family show the love of
Jesus to those people, especially over Christmas?

As you think about the story of the wise men, why don’t you pray and thank God that He loves
EVERYONE, and that appearances don’t matter to Him. We are all beautiful and created by Him,
and he loves each one of us with all our little quirks.
 

See our Going Deeper resources (No. 5 & 6) for more on this.

Christmas Punch
In a large container, mix:

2 cups cranberry juice
2 cups pineapple juice
a dash of almond extract
1 liter Stoney Gingerbeer

Serve over ice. Perfect for a summer Christmas.

Christmas Sugar Cookies



JESUS, PRINCE
OF PEACE
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For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be upon his
shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting
Father, Prince of Peace. 
- Isaiah 9:6

Long before the birth of Jesus, the prophet Isaiah said that a child would be born and that his
name would mean God with us. This means that he promised the people of Israel that this baby
(Jesus) would prove that God was with them, to save them from all the difficult things they were
going through. Isaiah also said that Jesus would save them from their enemies, who were treating
them unfairly. At the time of this promise, the people of Israel were treated as slaves.
 
The promise said that Jesus would save people from their sins and also save them from the rules
that were made to treat them in a cruel and unfair way. It took hundreds of years before this
promise became true, but it was worth the wait! This Jesus, who was born, would be the new
ruler, for ever!
 
Jesus still rules today and the way he rules, is with PEACE. In the Bible, the word for peace is
shalom, which means that there is no war but also, that people live in harmony (no fighting) and
that they experience welfare (well-being, good health, happiness, safety, security, protection
etc).

Imagine living in real shalom!!
 
When we look around in South Africa, we can see that many people are not living in this way, do
you agree? We hear about bad things happening to people, that people hurt each other and
that some people are not as lucky to have the things we have. Did you know that some children
can’t go to school? Or that they don't have good teachers or maybe don’t even have classrooms
or proper desks to sit at? Some people live in houses with no water, while others have swimming
pools full of it! In some communities, there are no street lights, so it is pitch dark at night and also
less police men that can drive around to keep people safe! I am sure you know that some kids at
your school get teased more than others, or are bullied because they look different, speak in
another language or struggle with their school work? I bet there are even kids at your school (or
schools close to you) that don’t have lunch to eat at breaks (and no money for tuck shop, either).
 
If we think about these people who have less than us, or who are treated unfairly or with cruelty,
it almost seems as if God’s promise wasn’t true, right?

However, we know that God always keeps his promises. Sometimes, though, we have a job to
help these things to be true - especially if we have God in our spiritual hearts and try to do as he
says. Therefore, when you look around you, and notice where there is not a lot of shalom (well-
being, happiness, safety, protection etc.), you must try to do something to make things better.
 

ACTIVITY
If you were the Prince of Peace in your school, what rules would you make to ensure that
everyone is treated fairly and equally?

Can you think of kids in your class who are not treated fairly or whose hearts might not be at
peace? Write a letter to your teacher to suggest some ways your class can make them feel
better.
 

See our Going Deeper resources (No. 7) for more on this.



WHERE WOULD 
JESUS LIVE 
IN CAPE TOWN?
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The Word became flesh and blood, and moved into the neighbourhood. We saw the
glory with our own eyes, the one-of-a-kind glory, like Father, like Son, Generous inside
and out, true from start to finish. 
- John 1:14 (The Message) 

The verse above says that Jesus became flesh and blood - do you know what that means?
It means he became a person just like us. He became a human. Why do you think it was
important for Jesus to be born as a human? Why didn’t he just stay in heaven and just tell
someone to write down his instructions and we could just read them?

If Jesus wasn’t born into this world as a human being, this would mean that there would be no
stories in the Bible that show us how He lived. This would also mean that He could not really
understand what it is like to be you. It would be tough to love and follow someone that had no
idea what living on earth, in your neighbourhood, is like. What do you think Jesus most
understands about you right now because He was a person like you?

Jesus was not only a person, but He was a child who grew up in a poor neighbourhood. He did
not live in a big house in a rich neighbourhood. Why do you think that God put Him in a family
that lived in that sort of neigbourhood? If Jesus was alive today, do you think he would live
where you live? Why or why not? Where in Cape Town do you think Jesus would live today and
why?

It's important that we understand that Jesus lived and died as a person so that we can see a
living example of what it looks like to live a life that God wants us to live. The life He wants us to
live is not just so we can be better people, but so that we can fully experience God’s love for us.
It’s also important to know that Jesus lived with and helped the poor more than anyone else
because that is a big part of how He wants us to live our lives – He set the example.
 

REFLECT

Are there some neighbourhoods in Cape Town that you consider to be nicer than others? Which
ones are they and what makes them nice?

Are there some neighbourhoods in Cape Town that you consider to be worse than others? Why
do you think these neighbourhoods are worse?

If Jesus came to Cape Town today, which neighbourhoods and schools do you think He would
visit and why?

Go to our Going Deeper resources and watch a video (no. 8) that shows drone footage of different
neighbourhoods in South Africa, and how different they are. Talk about how this makes you feel with your
family, and ask them to help you understand what you see.

And then watch video resource no. 9. It is a powerful video that teaches us about privilege.



GOOD &
PERFECT GIFTS
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Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly
lights, who does not change like shifting shadows. 
- James 1:17 

What are you hoping to get for Christmas? My kids have had their wish lists stuck on the fridge
since the first week in November, and they’re great. They include slime, unicorn toys, soccer
boots and a kiddies sized, rideable Land Rover. These are the kinds of gifts that my 7 and 9 year
old consider to be good and perfect gifts.
 
 The Bible is full of great promises to hold on to like this favourite from James 1:17-
“Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of heavenly lights”.
Woohoooo… This is great – We. Get. PRESENTS!!!!

Perfect Presents.
 
So, let's go back to the beginning of the passage in James 1:2-5 to find out what the perfect
gifts are that James is talking about here. Spoiler alert – plot twist ahead.
 

Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials of many kinds,
because you know that the testing of your faith produces perseverance. 
Let perseverance finish its work so that you may be mature and complete, not lacking
anything. If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to all
without finding fault, and it will be given to you. 
- James 1: 2-5

Wait, WHAT?! How did we go from getting great presents to facing trials and perseverance to
the point that even our faith is tested?
 
Let me set the scene. ...The writer is James, Jesus’ brother - not James the disciple. He wasn’t so
sure about the whole “My brother says He’s God” thing before, but he saw Jesus die, and then
saw Him after he came back to life. Now 45 years later he’s a leader in the church in Jerusalem.

They were going through a pretty difficult time after one of their own, Stephen, had been killed
as a martyr for the faith. They were scared, so James wrote this letter to encourage them to
keep strong even while things weren’t going to plan.
 
It is not hard for us to find the parallel between our last 2 years and what they were going
through back then – Trials, testing, fear. Our worlds have been rocked, and our new normal is,
well, pretty hard. Many of us have lost a lot – Opportunities, comfort, access to our favourite
things or places, and many of us have lost loved ones… 
 
James’ words of encouragement to the early church could have been written for us today: We
should be happy to face trials. Why? Because when we survive them the result is perseverance.
And if Perseverance is allowed to do what perseverance does, then it results in maturity and
wisdom. These are God’s GOOD and PERFECT gifts to us! God takes our challenges and uses
them to help us Level-up
 
An old missionary, Charles Spurgeon, said it nicely:
“I’ve learned to kiss the waves that throw me up against the rock of ages.”
 



PRAYER

1. Pray for those in your grade who have lost friends or family. Ask God to be close to them
2. Pray for yourself that God would develop Wisdom and Maturity in you as you.
3. Pray for those around you who don’t know Jesus yet. As they enjoy the festivities of 
 Christmas, pray that they will discover Christ.

Go to our Going Deeper resources and watch a video called “Where is God in the garbage?” (no. 10)

www.sundayschoolzone.com



THE HEART 
OF GOD
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For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in
him shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his Son into the world to
condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 
- John 3:16-17

Take a piece of paper and draw a heart that covers the whole page
On the back, make a list of all the emotions (feelings) you currently have in your heart (see
the emotion wheel for ideas: https://www.therapistaid.com/worksheets/wheel-of-
emotions-children.pdf)
Choose a colour for each of the emotions you identify
Colour in your hearts by using the different emotion-colours. You can decide how much of
each emotion-colour you want to use, by thinking about how much of that emotion you are
currently feeling.
Show each other your hearts and discuss what is causing the different emotions in each
heart. Also discuss how you can help each other with the emotions that does not feel so nice.

As a family, draw one big heart on a big piece of paper
Think about people who are marginalised (that means, who are normally ignored, or pushed
away by other people). Examples might include homeless people, people who look different
from us, people who are poorer than us, kids in school who are struggling with their work, kids
who are bullied at school
Using the emotion-colours, colour in the heart to show who you think these people might be
feeling during this time of the year (you can even add new emotions or feelings that were
not on your lists)

Draw another big heart on a big piece of paper
Make a list of all the characteristics (the way God is and feels) you will find in God’s heart
Choose a colour for each feeling that God has for others
Colour in your picture of God’s heart with these colours
Discuss what you can do as a family to make your hearts look more like God’s heart and how
that can help those who’s hearts are sore during this time of Christmas

John 3:16 is one of the best known Bible verses - it’s a good one to learn! Before we get started
today, why don’t you take a few minutes to memorise it.
Today,we have an exercise for you to do with your family to help you think about the heart of
God. You’ll need some papers and some crayons or pencil crayons.
Step 1: Take stock: 

Each member of the family

 
Step 2: Thinking about others

 
Step 3: The heart of God

PRAY: Dear Lord Jesus. Thank you that you love me so much that you sent your son, Jesus, to die
for me, and for everyone else in this world. Please tach me to love others the way You love me. I
want my heart to be like your heart, full of love and care for everyone, especially those who are
marginalised. Amen. 

Go to our Going Deeper resources and watch two videos that helps us understand God’s love 
and God’s heart a bit better. (no. 11 & 12)

https://www.therapistaid.com/worksheets/wheel-of-emotions-children.pdf


8 WHAT DOES IT MEAN
TO BE GENEROUS?

Give, and it will be given to you. 
- Luke 6:38

Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 
- 2 Corinthians 9:7

A generous person will prosper; whoever refreshes others will be refreshed. 
- Proverbs 11:25

Generosity means giving something away even when it hurts. Psalm 37:21
You don’t have to be rich to be generous. Proverbs 11:24-25
When we’re generous, we’re like Jesus!

Generosity is all about being a giver, not a taker. If you’re generous, then you’re willing to give
some of your money, your time, a favorite toy, or even your lunch to help someone in need.
Generosity means giving something away even when it hurts. 

Perhaps you’ve been on the receiving end of a generous person. Think about your parents. They
spend their hard earned money to feed you, buy you clothes and sometimes even take you on
holiday. That’s pretty generous! But, there is an even better example of a generous person we all
know. It’s Jesus! Jesus didn’t just give money or spend time with people. He gave his life for the
whole world! He knew that in order to save us from our sins, he would have to die to pay for our
mistakes. Isn’t that amazing? You see, Jesus knew that generosity means giving something away
even when it hurts, or costs us a lot. That’s what Jesus did, and we should too.

So even though you don’t have a lot of money or stuff, find ways to be generous this Christmas -
with your friends and your family. Be willing to give your snack to a friend or let your younger
sibling have one of your favorite toys. Sometimes we can show generosity to others by spending
time with them, and having a good conversation, or even just offering to make them a cup of
tea. We can also use our time to pray for others.

And then think about others in your neighbourhood or in Cape Town who you don’t know, who
aren’t as blessed as you are, and think about ways you might show generosity towards them. Ask
your parents to help you, and maybe you can think of something to do together as a family! Be
like Jesus.

Remember:

REFLECT
Name some generous people in your life. How were they generous and how did their generosity
affect you, and make you feel?

Share a time you feel like you were generous to someone. How do you know that you were
generous?

Write down two ways you can use your time this week to be generous to others, and then make a
plan to follow through. 

Today’s devotion is taken from https://www.pursuegodkids.org/generosity/
Check out our Going Deeper Resources (No. 13) to watch their video and read more.

https://biblia.com/bible/nlt/Ps%2037.21
https://biblia.com/bible/nlt/Prov%2011.24-25
https://www.pursuegodkids.org/generosity/


9 ADVENT 
WORD SEARCH

For today, complete the word search below OR you can do it online by clicking on this
link: https://thewordsearch.com/puzzle/3021928/justice-advent-word-search/

Once you have found all the words, see if you know what all the words mean. 
Ask your parents to help you think about how each word relates to Christmas and
Justice. Good luck!

https://thewordsearch.com/puzzle/3021928/justice-advent-word-search/
https://thewordsearch.com/puzzle/3021928/justice-advent-word-search/
https://thewordsearch.com/puzzle/3021928/justice-advent-word-search/


LIVING SOCIAL 
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JESUS TAUGHT
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If I have denied the desires of the poor or let the eyes of the widow grow weary, if I have
kept my bread to myself, not sharing it with the fatherless— but from my youth I reared
them as a father would, and from my birth I guided the widow— if I have seen anyone
perishing for lack of clothing, or the needy without garments, and their hearts did not
bless me for warming them with the fleece from my sheep,  if I have raised my hand
against the fatherless, knowing that I had influence in court, then let my arm fall from
the shoulder, let it be broken off at the joint. For I dreaded destruction from God, and for
fear of his splendour I could not do such things.
- Job 31:16-23

Suppose a brother or a sister is without clothes and daily food.  If one of you says to
them, “Go in peace; keep warm and well fed,” but does nothing about their physical
needs, what good is it?  In the same way, faith by itself, if it is not accompanied by action,
is dead.
- James 2:15-17

Christmas is quite exciting right! Lots of special treats to nibble, delicious food to share with
family and friends. The best thing ever about Christmas, my boys tell me, is the gifts. All tightly
wrapped up. They used to get up extra early just to open those gifts. Do you do that too?
They hope it's that gift that they begged for all year long!

I remember when my boys were still little, they would find it much more fun to play with the
paper and the empty boxes. The original gifts are just laying there, lonely. Ask your parents, they
might have similar stories to share of you and your early Christmases.

So as we celebrate the birth of Jesus with food, gifts, tinsel and special treats, there is a
different Christmas story to be told - a Christmas in another part of the city. Maybe a similar
place that Jesus was born into . A place where Christmas is not celebrated with gifts and plenty
of food. It might, for many people, be a day where they receive food parcels, so that they might
have something, anything, to eat. And hopefully the children will receive a toy to play with.

Jesus was born into poverty. Remember he was born in a manger and then shortly after his family
had to flee to Egypt to be safe. Does this story make you think of people living in this country
who also had to flee for their own safety! Jesus would like us to remember those who do not
have. Do you remember the story of the good Samaritan, or when Jesus fed the five thousand, or
the story of how he raised Jairus’s daughter from her sick bed?

Jesus loved showing us how to love and to treat people with love, grace and care. Jesus was
born so that we could have a special relationship with God. He loves us and he would like us to
spread his love to the whole world. 

There are some tips on how you can spread some Jesus love to everyone this Christmas, making
it extra special for those who do not have. Check out the Reflection Activity on the next page!



You could host a picnic lunch in park for the homeless,
Purchase your gifts from small businesses.
Donate gently loved toys to children in the township via an organisation you know.
Offer to pay for the school stationery requirements or Jan school fees for a family who
might be struggling financially.
You could bake special treats and share them with an old age home.
Invite a family to share a lunch with you.

REFLECTION / ACTION

What if you did Christmas differently this year?

Check out our Going Deeper Resources (No. 14) to watch a video called “It’s not about the presents”.

Symbols of Christmas
Star 
Symbolizes the star of Bethlehem which guided the three wise men to baby Jesus. 

Candles 
Before electric lights on the tree, candles were placed in the tree to represent the star-
light. Candles still represent shining light and Christians see this as a beautiful sign of Jesus’
light to the world. 

Gifts with a bow 
Symbolize the gifts that the wise men brought Jesus. A ribbon is tied around the gift to
represent how people should be tied together in unity and goodwill during the Christmas
season. 

Bells 
This imagery dates back many years when the ringing of bells announced the Christmas
season and proclaimed the birth of Jesus. 

Candy Canes 
This symbol represents the shape of a shepherd's cane. Jesus, often referred to as the
Good Shepherd, was born on Christmas. His birth was God's way to bring lost lambs back
to the fold. The red stripe represents blood, Christ's sacrifice, and the white stands for his
purity.

Wreaths 
This circular symbol represents eternal love, generosity, giving and the gathering of family.

Source: www.thespruce.com > Christmas symbols



1.  The Story of Christmas (Jesus is born)
www.youtube.com/watch?v=v3656G6tWuI&t=16s

2. The Birth of Jesus (Bible Project)  
www.facebook.com/watch/?v=987260074992988

3. The Plans I have for you
www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xv1N7BapYd0

4. God has a plan   
www.youtube.com/watch?v=I-XEtFzaYa4      

5. What does the Bible say about the three wise men?
www.youtube.com/watch?v=riMEBFafR98

6. What do the wise men reveal about God?  
https://youtu.be/WNMm2vQvYpQ

7. Jesus, Prince of Peace  
www.youtube.com/watch?v=WIHou7zh5LY

8. Unequal Scenes
www.youtube.com/watch?v=rVkSTINiJ5k

9. Privilege Walk  
www.youtube.com/watch?v=yZ670ooc6Qc

10. Where is God in the garbage?  
www.youtu.be/0dSmuaMhXyo

11. God’s heart (Bible Project)
www.bibleproject.com/blog/how-do-we-describe-gods-love/

12. Labels we carry  
www.youtube.com/watch?v=hNS_D-pw8y4

13. What does it mean to be generous? 
www.pursuegodkids.org/generosity/

14. It’s not about the presents.  
www.youtube.com/watch?v=_GMNi7fDolE
 

GOING DEEPER
KIDS

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v3656G6tWuI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v3656G6tWuI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v3656G6tWuI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v3656G6tWuI
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=987260074992988
https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=987260074992988
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xv1N7BapYd0
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I-XEtFzaYa4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=riMEBFafR98
https://youtu.be/WNMm2vQvYpQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WIHou7zh5LY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WIHou7zh5LY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yZ670ooc6Qc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yZ670ooc6Qc
https://youtu.be/0dSmuaMhXyo
https://bibleproject.com/blog/how-do-we-describe-gods-love/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hNS_D-pw8y4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hNS_D-pw8y4
https://www.pursuegodkids.org/generosity/
https://youtu.be/_GMNi7fDolE
https://youtu.be/_GMNi7fDolE

