
LIFE GROUP GUIDE 
LAND – UNEQUAL SPACES 

COMMONGOOD.ORG.ZA > RESOURCES > LAND 

 

BIG IDEA 
In this Life Group discussion guide, we aim to: 

• Introduce the justice issue of unequal land access/ownership in the context 

of South Africa 
• Open the Word and see what God says about what we own, how generosity 

and His heart for all people shapes our response to this big issue. 
• Allow multiple sides of this issue be told through visuals, testimonies, and 

scripture.  
• Help individuals grapple with their own response to land justice in South Africa 

and be informed by scripture as they do it 
 

LEADERS TAKE NOTE 
This justice topic can be a contentious one. We encourage you to facilitate this 

conversation with lots of questions, encouraging introspection, and let scripture 

guide the heart of the session. Keep in mind: 

• Everyone could be in a different situation per this topic – some own land, 

some have had land taken away, many want to own in the future, etc. Keep 

these perspectives in mind while discussing and grappling with this issue.  
• Keep pointing back to scripture and don’t let ‘opinion’ or ‘emotion’ override 

the conversation.  Don’t camp too long on ‘what other people/institutions 

should be doing’ – focus on our hearts and response 
• Leave people thinking and continuing to wrestle with this topic – don't feel 

everyone must conclude on their next steps or have a solid opinion about 

their view of land ownership in South Africa by the end of the session.  
• Encourage the group to continue praying about and researching this topic. 

 



SESSION 1 

INTRODUCTION  
(Consider reading this intro aloud to the group to prepare the topic of 

Land/Unequal Spaces) 

 

The topic of land in South Africa is likely the most contentious political issue of our 

day.  There are loud arguments made from all sides of the political spectrum and it 

has proven to be divisive – inside and outside the church.  If you own property or 

land, you may have explored this topic and feel immobilised.  May you rent or want 

to own property in the future. Perhaps you fear engaging with this issue, being 

uncertain of what the cost will be.  Or you have made up your mind already.   There 

are lots of thing to consider and weigh as we engage in this issue in our specific 

context in Cape Town. Our hope for this resource is that Christ-followers discover 

ways in which they can connect their faith to this big issue.  

We trust that as you listen to stories, have your own conversations, read creative 

ideas of how to redeem land, you start to answer: What do I do with 

what land/property I have?  How would King Jesus have me use what he has 

entrusted to me.  We are not presenting prescriptive, legalistic answers, but rather a 

range of resources intended to help you grapple, discern and start or continue a 

journey towards utilizing what you have for the benefit of others.  Journey with us as 

we seek to honour Jesus with what we have, in the context in which he has placed 

us.  

 

RESOURCES NEEDED FOR THIS SESSION 
- Computer or tablet with internet to show a webpage with photographs 

- Bibles  

 

OPENING PRAYER 
Pray for this time – that God would open your eyes and hearts to a new 

revelation, a new perspective or a next step you can take on your own personal 

journey of justice. 

 

ACTIVITY ONE 
Slide show (you’ll need a computer or tv screen that can show this slide show to 

the whole group) 

https://www.commongood.org.za/blog/seeing-unequal-spaces/ 

https://unequalscenes.com/south-africa  

 

https://www.commongood.org.za/blog/seeing-unequal-spaces/
https://unequalscenes.com/south-africa


Take a look at the reality of many unequal spaces in South Africa.  

Once you’ve gone through the slide show, ask the questions below and have a 

chat with the group. 

 

As you look at this slideshow, reflect on the following questions: 

• What is going on in your heart and mind as you look at these photos? 

• Why is that? 

• What is God’s heart for people on either side of that dividing line? 

• What do you desire for people on both sides of those dividing lines? 

• What do you think people on both sides of those dividing lines want for the 

future? 

 

We trust that these photos and your reflection will inform, soften and motivate you 

to be part of finding solutions and, together, building a future in which all people 

living in South Africa can flourish together. 

 

DIG IN THE WORD 
HAVE SOMEONE READ ALOUD 

- Acts 2:42-47 

- Acts 4:32-35 

- 2 Corinthians 8:8-9 
 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

- Have you prayed and grappled with how to be generous? 
- What stands in the way of being generous? What are your fears, idols, 

beliefs, doubts? 
- Is your motivation to be generous rooted in guilt, obligation or fear? Or is it 

rooted in the generosity of Christ towards you?  

- How regularly are you praising God for his generosity, and has this moved 

you into generous acts to others?  

 

 

NOTE FOR LEADER 

Moved by the gospel to generosity  

(thoughts from Acts 2, Acts 4 & 2 Cor 8)  

The early church models something for us today about the power of the gospel 

and God’s grace to move people to generosity. “44 All the believers were 

together and had everything in common. 45 They sold property and possessions 

to give to anyone who had need”. Acts 2  

 



“32 All the believers were one in heart and mind. No one claimed that any of 

their possessions was their own, but they shared everything they had. 33 With 

great power the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the Lord 

Jesus. And God’s grace was so powerfully at work in them all 34 that there were 

no needy persons among them. For from time to time those who owned land or 

houses sold them, brought the money from the sales 35 and put it at the 

apostles’ feet, and it was distributed to anyone who had need.” Acts 4 

 

Notice in 4:33 how it is God’s grace powerfully working in them to bring about 

the generosity to the degree that there were no needy believers. Their 

generosity extended not only to their leftovers but to their dwellings. God’s 

grace worked in them so that their property was not lord over them, but rather 

Jesus was lord over it.  

 

Paul, when writing to the Corinthian church to appeal for funds towards the 

famine in Jerusalem does not command them to be generous, but to consider 

truths of the gospel: “8 I am not commanding you, but I want to test the sincerity 

of your love by comparing it with the earnestness of others. 9 For you know the 

grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he 

became poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich.” (2 Cor 8:8-

9). By focusing on the generosity of Jesus towards us, we are moved towards 

generosity to others in need.  

 

 

 

Discussion  
- What are you leaving tonight thinking/feeling? 

- What does this mean for you/your family? 

- What are your questions to research or next steps to take? 

 

More Biblical perspectives about land on the Common Good Resource Page: 

COMMONGOOD.ORG.ZA > RESOURCES > LAND > Land, the Bible and our Hearts 

 

 

Prayer 
Have the group pray for the thoughts and feelings that have been stirred as 

you’ve studied God’s Word. Pray about the issue of unequal spaces in our city 

and ask the Spirit to guide in response. 

 

 

 

 



Homework 
Read this article about those in the local church and how they’re taking steps 

toward redeeming land and playing a part in reconciliation. 

 

COMMONGOOD.ORG.ZA > RESOURCES > LAND > Redeeming Land 

https://www.commongood.org.za/blog/redeeming-land/ 
 

 

Next steps 
1. Set aside a defined chunk of time (maybe a term) to consistently pray 

together every week at Life Group for this topic 

2. Research more 

3. Volunteer 

4. Donate 

5. Activism 

6. Contribute to this resource with your testimony (Common Good 

resources/local congregation) 

 

 

 

Continuing the conversation… 
If your group enjoyed or wants to keep grappling with this topic, consider having 

this conversation carry on another week or two. Here are some ways you can 

structure a few more Life Groups around this topic. 

 

  

https://www.commongood.org.za/blog/redeeming-land/


SESSION 2 

 

RESOURCES NEEDED FOR THIS SESSION 
- Computer or tablet with internet to show a webpage with photographs 

- Bibles 

 

OPENING PRAYER 
Pray for this time – that God would bring to mind ways we can be aware of His 

heart for justice in this city. Pray for wisdom and revelation within the group 

discussion. 

 

Discussion  
CHAT ABOUT THE HOMEWORK FROM PART 1 
It’s easy to find ourselves overwhelmed by the extent of inequality, immobilized by 

the politics or simply unsure about what we could be doing. The ‘homework’ from 

last week gave you a glimpse of some real-life stories of redeeming land.  

 

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

- What did you think about the stories from the Redeeming Land 

testimonies? 

- Did it give you any ideas or practical ways you can get involved in this 

issue right now? 

- What’s on your mind or what stuck with you from last week’s session on 

Unequal Spaces? Anything you’re still mulling over or want to chat more 

about? 

 

Activity 
Watch one (or all) of the videos from Let’s Talk Land – an event put on by the 

Social Justice Ministry Team of Common Ground Rondebosch AM. 

 

COMMONGOOD.ORG.ZA > RESOURCES > LAND > Let’s Talk Land 

https://www.commongood.org.za/blog/lets-talk-land/ 

 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 

- What did you think about the video(s)? What was new or interesting? 

- Anything you didn’t agree with and why? 

- What is the role of the church and/or Believers in Christ in this issue of 

land? 

https://www.commongood.org.za/blog/lets-talk-land/


- What scriptures are you pondering or asking questions about after Sessions 

1 & 2? 

 

 

Homework 
Listen to a few podcasts about land in South Africa.  

You can find a few on our Common Good website:  

COMMONGOOD.ORG.ZA > RESOURCES > LAND 

 

> Julle Mense – podcasts on justice 

https://www.commongood.org.za/blog/julle-mense-you-people-podcast/ 

 

> Lean in, Listen in – Living Social Justice 

https://www.commongood.org.za/blog/lean-in-listen-in/ 

 

 

 

 

https://www.commongood.org.za/blog/julle-mense-you-people-podcast/
https://www.commongood.org.za/blog/lean-in-listen-in/


SESSION 3 
 

RESOURCES NEEDED FOR THIS SESSION 
- Pen and paper – to allow for jotting down thoughts, questions and next 

steps 

 

 

OPENING PRAYER 
Pray for this session – that hearts would feel urgency to partner with God in our 

city. Pray for specific topics around justice that have come up in the previous 

discussions – especially about the next steps people want to take in this issue. 
 

Discussion  
CHAT ABOUT THE HOMEWORK FROM PART 2 
  

What did you learn from the podcasts you listened to about land in South Africa? 

Anything new or interesting arise for you? 

Did you do any more research or talk to others about this topic? How are you 

engaging with others and continuing to learn/process around this justice issue? 

 

 

Putting it all together 
Session 1 – We saw the issue of unequal spaces as we looked at photographs of 

our city. And for homework, we heard personal stories/testimonies of those trying 

to do something about the injustice. 

 

Session 2 – We heard from experts in the field. We also engaged with podcasts 

about land and heard multiple perspectives.  

 

- From all that you’ve taken in, what now?  

- Has your view of the situation and injustice of land in our city changed? 

- What could disciples of Christ be doing in this city about the land 

injustices? 

- What are your next steps? 

 

 

 

 

 



Next steps 
Encourage each individual to find themselves on this continuum of next steps. 

Keep leading toward growth in personal faith and trust that God will guide and 

provide each step of the journey. 

 
1. Set aside a defined chunk of time (maybe a term) to consistently pray 

together every week at Life Group for this topic 

2. Research more 

3. Volunteer 

4. Donate 

5. Activism 

6. Contribute to this resource with your testimony (Common Good 

resources/local congregation) 

 

 

 

 

 


